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Another great month of organizing! To
show for it, we’ve reached more people
who are passionate about our top issues
and eager to join the movement.

On September 10, Justice for Workers
went to deputy prime minister Chrystia
Freeland’s office to demand better access
to EI. Though the measures that allowed
workers to apply for EI with a lower 420
hours of work did expire on September 24,
you can still call your MP as well as sign
and share the Fix EI petition (check
JusticedWorkers.org under “Take Action’)
to demand permanent improvements that
support part-time, migrant, misclassified,
gig workers and more.

Lots of excitement led up to the Rights,
Regularization & Status for All Rally on
September 18. WAC and MWAC
members prepared by inviting family and
friends, postering and leafleting across the

city, and creating beautiful banners to
make our message known: everyone
deserves permanent status and equal rights.
The day of action was a massive
mobilization of 5,000 people across
Ontario! In Toronto, 3,000 people joined
us! We are in awe of the amazing people
who took to the stage and shared their
experiences of being undocumented. (This
video on Facebook created by WAC
members and organizers gave us a taste of
what unfolded at the rally.)

Powerful speeches revved us up to take
over Bloor Street and march to MP
Freeland’s office. Energy remained high as
we chanted and heard more passionate
speeches from undocumented people —
then shot through the roof as singer Lido
took the stage.

The rally was great but the fight continues.
The federal government revealed their plan

September 18: Status for All Rally,
(Photos by Jared Ong)

to give PR and it was more of the same
half-measures that would leave too many
people behind. Let’s keep the momentum
going by visiting and calling our MPs, and
encouraging people to sign and share the
petition. (You can get paper petitions at the
WAC office.)

Remember, on October 1 the minimum
wage was adjusted from $15 to $15.50 to
keep up with last year’s inflation rate (for
students, $14.10 to $14.60). It’s a much-
needed gain but it’s not enough, so let’s
keep pushing for $20.

Hope to see you this month. There’s a
Scarborough Justice for Workers Meeting
on Friday, October 14, 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm
at the Scarborough Civic Centre. The
WAC Queer Social will be on Friday,
October 21 at the WAC office. Stay tuned
for details and other activities!


https://www.justice4workers.org/fix_employment_insurance_petition
https://www.justice4workers.org/fix_employment_insurance_petition
https://fb.watch/fO_VSfFAPV/
https://fb.watch/fO_VSfFAPV/
https://migrantrights.ca/take-action/permanent-resident-status/
https://migrantrights.ca/take-action/permanent-resident-status/
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In memory of Gary Thompson, a dedicated, planned for the next day—that members
Memorial for Gary Thompson 2

long-time WAC member, we are had been eager to take part in—was
Booking a Computer at WAC 9  republishing his article from the February  cancelled, mainly due to a special weather
2020 WAC Members’ Newsletter. alert. And it looked like there was no
B1Ks 2K IR K AT 3 3 Isabelle had a job as a hairdresser. She did longer a need to force the employer to pay.
) . some digging and realized that the boss But it turned out that Mankind Grooming
iGrandes acciones por delante! 4 . . . . .
was skimming money off of every Studio for Men only paid about one-third
STE A@FIET TS am‘{ﬁ; IANE | 5 worker’s pay cheque. Isabelle was owed of the amount that they owe both Isabelle
big money by her bad boss! After a long, and the other worker. It seems like a series
Gﬁﬁﬂ;nl— -19 QLI([BQQ,&;IT[__T)QJ . 6 careful process of filing a claim, the of direct actions is in our future. Based on
BTLHHL QAHTAL STUILDIHUTCL Ministry of Labour sent an Order to Pay in  WAC members’ passionate reaction to
(E”_Gmmc’]q’”mm_uu[—l—, g;m&;rrsﬁ]ff; 2018, but the boss still left her hanging. Isabelle’s story, we are so ready to support
gOUTHSEET QFLILLDLIT 24, 2022 60 o .
g . . . their direct action!
WIg6Y6EG QI(HETmET! Recovering her unpaid wages became even
more urgent when Isabelle underwent Workers’ justice is for these bosses to pay
The Real Majority Is Us 7  surgery and was not working for a while.  a worker for pain and suffering and for all
) Her story even appeared in the Toronto the hours spent chasing a bad boss to pay
Help .M?ke Our Day of Action 8 Star in November 2019 with the title “It’s up. Big corporations get taken to court if
Massivel been more than a year since a Toronto they don't perform for their rich clients.
Save These Dates g barbershop was ordered to pay her $5,000  Many firms have insurance and law firms
in missing wages. She’s still waiting.” for just these types of situations. Chasing

e . the bosses for pay also costs the taxpayer
Thank Isabelle for sh t
U pdates SIS YOR, mane e T SIS YORE SO as we fund the Ministry of Labour, which

with WAC members at our monthly has ineffective enforcoment

e Please visit Justice4Workers.org/ meeting. Thanks also to Erendira for taking
events actions to sign up for the lead in organizing a delegation that met That’s why it’s so important that workers
upcoming outreach events. See page with the boss on Monday, January 20. come together to do direct actions until the
8 for important events. They delivered a letter that demanded the ~ Orders to Pay are honoured in full.
*Booking a Computer at WAC: boss pay up by the end of the week. After  yye100me 1o the WAC family, Isabelle.
Please book a computer at the office about a year and a half of waiting, on ’
in advance so that we know how Friday afternoon the Ministry of Labour GARY THOMPSON
many people will be present. said they had received a cheque for Isabelle

Timeslots to use a computer at the
WAC office are available on
Wednesdays. To book, please call

416-531-0778 ext 227 by 4 pm the Lih i | | I ’ [ .: /' essful piket for unpaid wages 7/ nkin?

Wi
W

|

and one other hairdresser who had also
received an Order to Pay. The direct action

Tuesday before. Or email
reception@workersactioncentre.org
with the subject line “WAC
Computer.” Masks are available.
Please asks for assistance to print.
These timeslots are available on
Wednesdays: 10 am — 12 pm / 12
pm—2pm / 2 pm-—4pm

eNeed the vaccine but don’t have a
health card? Visit the MWAC
website for information: COVID-19
Vaccine Information for Migrants in
Ontario - Migrant Workers Alliance
for Change. (Chinese, Somali,
Spanish, Tamil, and more.) Contact
Veronica@workersactioncentre.org

¢If you have questions, please email:
Shawna@workersactioncentre.org.
To share your experience at work or
pictures of you doing outreach,
please send an email and we will be
glad to put it in the newsletter!



https://www.justice4workers.org/events_actions
https://www.justice4workers.org/events_actions
https://migrantworkersalliance.org/covax/
https://migrantworkersalliance.org/covax/
https://migrantworkersalliance.org/covax/
https://migrantworkersalliance.org/covax/
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Ontario's Minimum Wage Goes Up

General minimum wage

Students under 18 years

October 1, 2022

The 50¢ increase from $15to $15.50 is because workers won a
yearly inflationary increase in 2014. Remember, if you are a liquor
server you now get the general minimum wage rate.

Let's keep organizing for a $20 minimum wage for all!

$156  =—p $15.50

$14.10 =——mp $14.60
WoRkKeRs' ACTION CENTRE
416-531-0778

workersactioncentre.org



https://www.justice4workers.org/fix_employment_insurance_petition
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La lucha contin¥a

i

jOtro grandioso mes de organizacion! Para
demostrarlo, hemos llegado a mas
personas apasionadas por nuestros temas y
objetivos principales y deseosas de unirse
al movimiento.

El 10 de septiembre, Justice for Workers
fue al despacho de la viceprimera ministra
Chrystia Freeland para exigir un mejor
acceso al EI (Seguro de Cesantia). Aunque
las medidas que permitian a l@s
trabajadorxs solicitar el EI con un niumero
menor de 420 horas de trabajo expiraron el
24 de septiembre, y todavia puedes llamar

a tu representante de parlamento, asi como

. firmar y compartir la peticiéon para

arreglar el EI aqui: sign and share the Fix
EI petition para exigir mejoras

I permanentes que apoyen a los trabajadorxs

a tiempo parcial, migrantes, mal
clasificados, ‘gigs’ y mas.

El 18 de septiembre, la concentracion por
los derechos, la regularizacion y el estatus
para tod@s fue muy emocionante. L@s
miembrxs de WAC y la MWAC se
prepararon invitando a familiares y
amig@s, colocando carteles y repartiendo
folletos por toda la ciudad, y creando
bellas pancartas para dar a conocer nuestro
mensaje: todo el mundo merece un estatus
permanente e igualdad de derechos. El dia

d de la concentracion fue una movilizacion

masiva de 5.000 personas en todo Ontario.
En Toronto, ;3.000 personas se unieron a
nosotros! Estamos asombrados por las
increibles personas que subieron al
escenario y compartieron sus experiencias
como indocumentados. (Este video en
Facebook creado por los miembros y
organizadores de WAC nos dio una idea
de lo que se desarroll6 en la
manifestacion).

Los potentes y contundentes discursos nos
animaron a tomar la calle Bloor y marchar
hasta la oficina de la parlamentaria
Freeland. La energia se mantuvo alta
mientras cantabamos y escuchabamos mas

discursos apasionados de los
indocumentados, y luego la energia se
dispardé enormemente cuando la cantante
Lido subi¢ al escenario.

El rally fue magnifico, pero la lucha
continia. El gobierno federal revel6 su
plan para dar RP (PR en inglés) y fue mas
de las mismas medias palabras/acciones
que dejaran a demasiada gente atras.
Mantengamos el impulso visitando y
llamando a nuestros representantes del
parlamento, y animando a la gente a firmar
y compartir la peticién aqui: sign and share
the petition. (Puedes conseguir peticiones
en papel en la oficina de WAC, pedir a tus
vecinxs que firmen, y luego enviar por
correo electronico una foto de cada hoja
rellenada a WAC.)

Recordemos que el 1 de octubre el salario
minimo se ajust6 de 15 a 15,50 délares
para ajustarse a la tasa de inflacion del afio
pasado (para los estudiantes, de 14,10 a
14,60 doblares). Es un aumento muy
necesario, pero no es suficiente, por lo que
debemos seguir presionando para
conseguir 20 dolares.

Espero verte este mes. Hay una reunion de
Justice for Workers en Scarborough el
viernes 14 de octubre, de 5:30 pm a 8:00
pm en el Centro Civico de Scarborough. El
‘WAC Queer Social’ sera el viernes 21 de
octubre en la oficina de WAC. jPermanece
atent(@ a los detalles y a otras actividades!



https://www.justice4workers.org/fix_employment_insurance_petition
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(Invite your co-workers and friends to
Know Your Rights Workshops in
Scarborough!)

BT 3jevoremnuilev Ceusvs S a6
2 flemnseT QSMTLFLMS &LOlh
ID&&G6T & H U6V LisuCeum
o&EFTr BL 6L 5 6D)5 5606
(outreaches)
GLMG&ITEOoT LY (HIECSHTLD.2_MhI&H
6rfl6L LIeuT&m L 6TlDGOM(H)

@\ 6MEOUTHG! LI6VLD

G BHS &6 GMILILIMNS,
TamilFest, Taste of Tamil, lyappan
Gamuiledlev @l_un@umm QN5
BSH:GH:Iﬂ WMMILD eV&TLCTTeN 6V
BTLD GLOM G &IT600T L 6J60)60T WL
outreaches &6rfléb eTln gl SHLALD
GU& LD LD&&HET LDMHMILD

Q& MAeTETIS6T Petition SerfleL
HMHIGETS GILIWIFTHEN6T 6T(LS)
2576 QS5FNSHGHST.
@ QITEHEHESSTS BT Calemevs
FHeTHF6L 6TI0 G 2_[flemLn S 6T
QSTLIUMSES GHIIQWITHEeLD(in-
person) @LD(Zoom) ELNEVLOMT&HEYLD
LWIHS UL LemmaeneT @)Hs
October LnMMILD November, 2022
DTS BEIGE I BL &S 2 6TC6TITLD.
L9 6dTeu (HLD ) LWLl &5 6iT
QaTLILI6L S&HeueL &6l
uflmrolu@Lb!

1) SQLILEMLF FLOLGTLD
( Minimum wage $20)

2) FLOLGTSHSIL 60T Folq UL
&&UTeor 656 (10 Paid sick days)

3) @sMPl6L &L MG
HN&HMLNGET (El)

4) g,masrreﬁ]as e;rgarr@aserr
LDHDILD S BIG
Q& MSlELITETT& 6T
TH T CHTEHGLD FeUT6LE6T
(Temp Agencies)

5) COVID-19 emeuyery Q& mmmild
G QSTLFLITeT 656
gmuUMH &6 (Leave during
COVID-19)

6) QML &FhigsmIGerTlev
GFIeuES M TeT 2_flemlngs 6T
( Right to join Union)

7) SDETaBEHGD G Flenin
HhFH6r &l (Status for All)

8) MW 2 _hIGHTSl F&
Q& TeTETT&H 6!/
15 600T LIT&6m& G6)U60605 & 6T
o5& emeorss6T( Workplace
issues)

QL TAUWETET Q& ITLEI6VITEIT T8 6T
LDMHMILD

15 600T LI [T & 60)6IT LI G LIT(H & &l
SjeuFserfler euF&HLILLg, H&G,
GBI SFmefléas U@ ILD.
GBIy LWIHS UL Lenmuilesr
GUITE! LDTE?I6V 2_600T6Y/ LIG6V
2 600Te) LD eULPMmIGSLIL(LD.
518D 6 &6 WTeyYLd Sl
Qumdluiley @L b uUMILD.
@& QHTLIUTS 2_hi&H6TSH

&([HSH S| 5 60)6IT
aFCaum&HeTCMTD. GH DL
2 mIUNeTF&H6T, F85
Qg,rrlv,é]a)rrml;rasm LMHMILD
[B600T LIJ & 66T WD eSSl
QUIMT(HBISH6T!

55616085 6M6IT LI 60Tl ([HLD
QBTmeVBLF/FQRLUN &G
3|11 e 61U 1S 6iT!

1) David: 647-709-0328
(david@workersactioncentre.org)

2) Krishna: 647-786-7158
Beor !

DAVID HARRIS

We should have

v/ January 2019 RAISE ..............
v/ October 2019 adjustment ........
v/ October 2020 adjustment ........
v/ October 2021 adjustment ........
v/ October 2022 adjustment .......

What Ford cancelled

XX XXX

January 2019 RAISE.............
October 2019 adjustment.....
October 2020 adjustment.....
October 2021 adjustment......
October 2022 adjustment......

WE NEED A $20 MINIMUM WAGE FOR ALL
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Global Climate Strike

Climate Strike in Toronto on Friday,
September 23. This planet is suffering
from misuse on a grand scale as global
capitalism plows over people and natural
resources in favour of corporate greed for
more and more profit. Excessive pollution
and irreparable damage to nature has
continued unchecked. Unsustainable
ecological practices like over-hunting and
fishing, logging, mining, and dumping
toxic waste where BIPOC and poorer
communities live, and more are all
sanctioned by our government.

#PEOPLENOTPROF|T

.

Resistance to this crisis has been
historically led by Indigenous people. Now
it’s good to see so many other groups
joining in the call against this deadly
climate crisis that affects us all.
Unfortunately, deadlines to change
harmful practices like dependence on fossil
fuels world-wide have been ignored
decade after decade by governments. So,
the youth have been forced to join in the
resistance as they fight for a livable future.

The labour force (workers) have also been
compelled to join in and resist the
corporate greed which manifests itself as a
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growing climate crisis that threatens all
life. The workers are realizing that green
and sustainable manufacturing practices
are a large part of the solution and we must
demand better from bosses, owners, and
governments. Emissions caps and fines are
not cutting it.

Last Friday’s Global Climate Strike in
Toronto was just one of many worldwide.
It’s evidence that all these various groups
are coming together for the good of the
planet...because as some of the banners
said “There Is No PLANet B.” And as our
banner said, we need to “Raise Wages Not
the Seas.” The wildfires and superstorms
first impact the countries that are being
stripped of their resources by over-
mining—and Canada is leading this very
lucrative yet very destructive campaign!
I’m glad that thousands of people from all
different groups are calling on our
government to “shut it down!” We need
climate justice now! And we must not
leave anyone behind.

LORETTA FISHER




720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 223
Toronto, Ontario
MS5S 2T9

Phone: 416-531-0778
Fax: 416-533-0107
E-mail: info@workersactioncentre.org

Workers’ Action Centre i IO R LT TN L1

Follow us on Twitter:
@WorkersAC

Like us on Facebook:
(@workersactioncentre

Workers’ Rights Information
Phone Line:
Phone Intake Hours:

Monday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Tuesday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Wednesday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Thursday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m.

Justice for Workers events: https://
www.justice4dworkers.org/events_actions

Toronto Justice for Workers
Organizing Meeting
Tuesday, October 4, 5:30pm-8:30pm
720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202
Please register online:
https://www.justice4dworkers.org/
toronto_october4

Scarborough Justice for Workers
Organizing Meeting
Friday, October 14, 5:30pm-8:00pm
Scarborough Civic Centre,

150 Borough Dr., Committee Rm 1
Register online:
https://www.justicedworkers.org/
scar_octl4

Decent Work Organizing Meeting
Tuesday, October 18, 7 pm - 9 pm
Please register for the online meeting:
https://www.justice4dworkers.org/
october organizing meeting

WAC Queer Social
Friday, October 21
720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202
Stay tuned for more details!

The WAC office and phone line will be

closed on Monday, October 10.
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It just got harder to qualify for Employment
Insurance (EI) after September 24 this year.

Before September 24, you only needed to have
worked 420 hours to qualify for all types of EI.
But now most Ontario workers need up to 700
hours worked to qualify for EI regular benefits.
And to access EI special benefits, such as for
sickness or maternity benefits, you need to have
worked for 600 hours.

Requiring 700 hours to access EI is too much.
Many of us are working in part-time, contract
and temp jobs where it is difficult to get enough
hours. For example, if you are working part-
time and only getting 20 hours a week, you will
have to work for almost 9 months before being
able to qualify for EI.

El is also difficult to access for those of us who
are forced to quit due to bad bosses and unsafe
workplaces. It is even harder to access for
workers who are misclassified as independent

contractors or self-employed or if they are
migrant workers. We need to make sure our
Employment Insurance system works for us
when we need it!

Sign the petition to Fix Employment Insurance
now!

If you have benefited from EI during the
pandemic, we need you to tell your local
Member of Parliament why Employment
Insurance is so critical for you and your family.
Please share the petition with your friends,
family and coworkers.

If you need help applying for Employment
Insurance, please call the Workers Action
Center at (416) 531-0778.

" September 18: Stitus for All Rally (photo by_Jéred Ong)
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