WORKERS’ ACTION CENTRE

z hmed Hussen
Member of Pamament for York South—Weston

WAC members turned out in force on
October 16, demanding Status for All at
Cabinet Ministers’ offices in the Greater
Toronto Area. Across Canada, there were
actions at 32 offices out of the 39 members
of Cabinet! At MP Chrystia Freeland’s
office, a mighty crowd gathered and media
outlets captured our message. These
actions were a strong reminder to Prime
Minister Trudeau of the promise he made
10 months before to regularize
undocumented workers and give
permanent status to workers and students
with permits.

As a member of the Migrant Rights
Network, WAC will be helping to make a
quilt with each square designed by an
undocumented person or migrant without
permanent status. If that is you, please join
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the “Status for All Sewmg Circle”! Or if
you know a migrant who’d like to help,
please connect them to us:
Janet@WorkersActionCentre.org

Members helped paint our neighbourhoods
purple in support of education workers!
Workers at all types of elementary and
secondary schools are fighting for basic
protections like paid sick days, equal pay
and decent wages in the face of high
inflation. They include cleaners, librarians,
teachers’ assistants and early childhood
educators, many making less than $20 an
hour and who worked through the worst of
the pandemic. If we can help them win,
then we’ll improve our chances of winning
justice for all workers. Great job to all of
you who put up posters near schools and
shared pictures on social media! Keep
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showing your solidarity: here’s how
(www.Justice4Workers.org/
solidarity education_workers).

Bill 4, the Stay Home If You Are Sick Act
introduced by the NDP, will be debated on
November 24 and voted on soon after. The
Ford government has refused to legislate
10 paid sick days over 25 times — but
we’ve forced them to change course
before! We’ll be talking to community
members about Bill 4 on Thursday,
November 10 from 8 am - 9 am at several
subway stations. Please register online or
make your own plan to spread the word!
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e Please visit Justice4 Workers.org/
events_actions to sign up for
upcoming outreach events. See page
8 for important events.

eNeed the vaccine but don’t have a
health card? Visit the MWAC
website for information: COVID-19
Vaccine Information for Migrants in
Ontario - Migrant Workers Alliance
for Change. (Chinese, Somali,
Spanish, Tamil, and more.) Contact
Veronica@workersactioncentre.org

oIf you have questions, please email:
Shawna@workersactioncentre.org.
To share your experience at work or
pictures of you doing outreach,
please send an email and we will be
glad to put it in the newsletter!

After ten years at the Workers’ Action
Centre, Martha Burbano is leaving her role
as a frontline organizer to start her career in
settlement services. Her new workplace
and clients are lucky to have her!

Goodbye, Martha!

Martha has helped thousands of workers
who’ve called our workers’ rights phone
line over the years. She played a vital role
in building the phone line into what it is
today. She will be greatly missed in our
day-to-day operations at WAC, but she will
always be part of the family.

Thank you for all you’ve done for the
decent work movement, Martha!

(Photo by Denise Martins)

Congratulations to Deborah Williams
for her victory in the Toronto elections!
She is now the Toronto District School
Board Trustee for Ward 10 (University-
Rosedale and Toronto Centre). The WAC
family is proud.

Deborah
" Williams Deborah
oteh, 8 y = Williams

Williams
Ty ey

Booking a Computer at WAC

Capacity at the WAC office (720 Spadina ~ Wednesdays:
Ave, Suite 206) is still limited because of 10am—12pm / 12pm—-2pm / 2 pm—
the pandemic. Please book a computer at 4 pm

the office in adYance so that we know how Due to COVID-19, please do not drop in
many people will be present. to use a computer without confirming
Timeslots to use a computer at the WAC your booking or else you will be turned
office are available on Wednesdays. To away. To avoid technical problems, please
book, please call 416-531-0778 ext. 227 by ask for assistance before trying to print.
4:00 pm on the Tuesday before. Or email
reception@workersactioncentre.org with
the subject line “WAC Computer.”

Please wear a mask and follow social
distancing rules (masks are available at the
office). Each 2-hour timeslot will go to the
These are the timeslots available on first person to ask!
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Workshops: How to beat inflation, take on bad bosses and push politicians

Great job at the Minimum Wage outreach
events on October Ist! The annual
adjustment is an important win that we
don’t want to lose, yet we know $15.50 an
hour isn’t enough. Still, you’ve heard
people claim that the minimum wage

going up is what raises prices. We all
know that’s nothing but a myth, but it’s
hard to explain it to other people in our
communities.

On Sunday, November 13 from 9:30 am
- 5:00 pm, you are invited to the Justice

for Workers workshops that will help
make the truth clear. Register today to
learn why workers should be confident
about fighting for a $20 wage, how to
defend yourself against bad bosses, the
cost of wealth inequality, and how to have
an effective meeting
with your political
representatives.

i For more details about
the day, please visit
Justice4Workers.org/
organizer training.

& October 1:
~ Minimum Wage
| | outreach at
Markham &
~ Lawrence in
* | Scarborough

" (Photo by Beixi
Liu)
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Seguir presionando por la justicia

El 16 de octubre, 1xs miembrxs de WAC
acudieron en masa a las oficinas de Ixs
ministrxs del gabinete en el area del Gran
Toronto para exigir un estatus para todxs.
En todo Canada, hubo manifestaciones en
32 oficinas de Ixs 39 miembrxs del
Gabinete. En el despacho de la
parlamentaria Chrystia Freeland se reunid
una gran multitud y los medios de
comunicacion captaron nuestro mensaje.
Estas acciones fueron un fuerte
recordatorio para el primer ministro
Trudeau de la promesa que hizo 10 meses
antes de regularizar a Ixs trabajadorxs

indocumentadxs y dar un estatus
permanente a Ixs trabajadorxs y
estudiantxs con permisos.

Como miembrx de Migrant Rights
Network, WAC ayudara a hacer una
colcha/manta con cada cuadrado disefiado
por una persona indocumentada o
migrantx sin estatus permanente. Si eres
ta, janete al ;” Circulo de Costura Estatus
para Todos™! (“Status for All Sewing
Circle”!) O si conoces a una persona que
sea migrantx que quiera ayudar, por favor
ponla en contacto con nosotros:
Janet@WorkersActionCentre.org.

Lxs miembrxs ayudaron a pintar nuestros
barrios de color purpura/morado en apoyo
de Ixs trabajadorxs de la educacion. Lxs
trabajadorxs de todos los tipos de escuelas
primarias y secundarias estan luchando por
protecciones basicas como dias de
enfermedad pagados, igualdad de salario y
salarios dignos frente a la altisima
inflacion. Entre ellos hay limpiadorxs,
bibliotecarixs, asistentxs de profesorxs y
educadorxs de la primera infancia, muchos
de los cuales ganan menos de 20 dolares la
hora y han trabajado durante lo peor de la
pandemia. Si podemos ayudarles a ganar,
mejoraremos nuestras posibilidades de
conseguir justicia para todxs Ixs

. trabajadorxs. Un gran trabajo para todxs

ol

{ solidaridad: aqui tienes como hacerlo

quienes han colocado carteles cerca de las
escuelas y han compartido fotos en las
redes sociales. Sigue mostrando tu

El proyecto de ley 4, "Stay Home If You
Are Sick Act" ("Quédate en casa si estds

fl cnfermx"), presentado por el NDP, se

debatira el 24 de noviembre y se votara

§ poco después. El gobierno de Ford se ha
Il ncgado a legislar 10 dias de enfermedad

BN pagados mas de 25 veces - jpero ya les

hemos obligado a cambiar de rumbo!
Hablaremos con Ixs miembrxs de la
comunidad sobre el proyecto de ley 4 el

jueves 10 de noviembre de 8 a 9 de la
maifiana en varias estaciones de metro. jPor

favor, inscribase o haga su propio plan
para correr la voz!

Estas invitadx a la celebracion del Dia de los Muertos el sibado 5 de noviembre de 17:00 a
21:00 horas en el Centro de Accion de los Trabajadores, 720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202. Esta
festividad mayormente mexicana (oficialmente observada el 2 de noviembre de este afio) es
un dia para honrar a Ixs ancestrxs que han fallecido. Este evento serd una oportunidad para

que ‘la familia WAC’ comparta nuestras diferentes tradiciones culturales en torno a la
celebracion de nuestros seres queridos que han fallecido. Ven a ver los altares y las
exposiciones artisticas y a comer algunas delicias tradicionales. A las 6:00 p.m., Ixs

presentadorxs compartiran sus tradiciones y celebraran la organizacion de Ixs inmigrantxs por

un estatus para todxs. jPor favor, avisanos si vas a venir y cuantas personas vas a traer!

Registrarse | Register: Veronica@workersactioncentre.org

You are invited to the Day of the Dead Celebration on Saturday, November 5 from 5:00
pm - 9:00 pm at WAC, 720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202. This mostly Mexican holiday (officially
observed on November 2nd this year) is a day to honour ancestors who have passed away.
This event will be an opportunity for the WAC family to share our different cultural traditions
around celebrating our loved ones who have died. Come and see the artful altars and displays
and eat some traditional treats! At 6:00 pm, speakers will share their traditions as well as
celebrate migrant organizing for status for all. Please let us know if you are coming and how

many people you are bringing!
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Loving the WAC Team

We are sad to inform you that Paul Codd,
who was a devoted WAC member since
2012, passed away on October 11. Our
condolences go to his sister Maureen

Codd, another long-time WAC member. To |

remember Paul, we are republishing his
article from April 2019.

I’m proud to be a member of the Workers’
Action Centre (WAC). The organizers
have been extremely friendly and helpful
to my sister Maureen and me. WAC’s help
and guidance has made all of us part of
something much bigger than ourselves.
After experiencing the support WAC gives
to workers as well as their movement
building, I’ve been asked, “Why did you
join WAC?” My reply: “What else could I
do?”

Some things are just too important not to
be a part of in some small way. I enjoy
writing. Writing affords me the
opportunity to express myself to a lot of
people. ’'m an idealist who believes in
using whatever tools are at my disposal to
make this a better world. I’m smart enough
to know that this won’t be accomplished
by my efforts alone. A better world will
come about as a result of the collective
efforts of everyone.

We have different parts to play in this
movement of workers. Sometimes, we’re
the team leader. Other times we’re one of
many players on a team. Then there are the
coaches or mentors. We can’t do without
their innate knowledge of the game! They
love the team. If they didn’t, what the heck
would they be doing leading the team?
When problems arise, it’s important to

have mentors that can clearly express the
problems, help come up with solutions,
and identify others who can help lead us
toward decent work. We are very lucky to
have Deena Ladd, a founder of the
Workers’ Action Centre, as a leader. She’s
put together a very dynamic team of
workers and organizers. We need this type
of strong leadership to empower workers
to fight together for stronger labour rights
and protections.

Fighting for workers’ rights is a struggle.
At times, the battle brings us victories such
as the better labour laws in Bill 148. Only
to have a new party come to power, get rid
of much of Bill 148 and weaken our rights
with Bill 47, and then Bill 66. Why fight,
if you don’t end up getting what you
fought for?

Quite simply, because the fight makes us
stronger. It gives us the confidence to keep

Know Your Rights Workshop in Tamil

PR

standing up and pushing back against bad
bosses. If the Fight for $15 & Fairness
hadn’t taken place, then the minimum
wage would never have risen to $14. WAC
would not have as many members as we
do, if we had laid down and played dead
whenever adversity came our way. WAC
would not have all the allies that we have
if it had given up without a fight. Will we
face backlash from big business? Yes.
Have we made mistakes? Definitely. When
I was younger, I asked my mother, “If I
made mistakes, was this bad?”” She said,
“No. But if you don’t, that’s terrible.”
Mistakes come from necessary risks, and
they are the building blocks that develop
us. They define who and what we become.
They shape and reshape our next moves.
People who don’t make mistakes don’t do
anything, because they never take a risk.

PAUL R. CODD
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Workers’ Action Centre [IENECERGHIE LML TR

720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 223
Toronto, Ontario Wednesday, November 23, 2022

MS5S 2T9 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Phone: 416-531-0778 WAC Community Room, 720 Spadina Ave, Suite
Fax: 416-533-0107 202

E-mail: info@workersactioncentre.org
o Join us as we celebrate Brenda’s incredible
Follow us on Twitter:

@WorkersAC contribution to the Workers” Action Centre
and to the workers’ movement in Ontario!
Save the date and let us know if you will be
attending: Shawna@W orkersActionCentre.org,

Workers’ Rights Information 416-531-0778 ext 260
Phone Line:

Phone Intake Hours:

Monday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m. X
Tuesday PR el Undocumented. Stories.
Wednesday 12 p.m. — 5 p.m. ]
On October 20th, we had the honour of attending the exhibit “Undocumented. Stories.” The

Th 12 p.m. - .m. : . .
ursday p-m. — 5 p.m experiences shared by undocumented workers were moving and made clear why organizing for
permanent resident status for all is so crucial.

Like us on Facebook:
(@workersactioncentre

More details to follow in early November.

The event was hosted by Access Alliance and called for Prime Minister Trudeau to keep his
promise to regularize undocumented essential workers — to go ahead and regularize everyone,
no exceptions. Migrant Workers Alliance for Change, Workers’ Action Centre, and the Decent
Work and Health Network were presented with certificates. Keep up the pressure and together
we can win!

Justice for Workers events: https://
www.justicedworkers.org/events_actions

Toronto Justice for Workers
Organizing Meetings
Tuesday, 5:30pm-8:30pm )
720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202 Right: MPP

Please register online: Doly Begum

Lo presented

Nov 1: www.justice4dworkers.org/ certificates to
toronto_novemberl MWAC, WAC

Nov 29: www.justicedworkers.org/ and DWHN.

toronto_november29

Day of the Dead Celebration
Saturday, November 5,5 - 9 pm
720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202
Veronica@W orkersActionCentre.org

All Out for Paid Sick Days
Thursday, November 10
Find details & register online:
https://www.justice4workers.org/
toronto_all out for paid sick days

Left: In the exhibit, the partner of an undocumented
woman explains why it only makes sense to grant
everyone permanent residency.

Justice for Workers Workshops
Sunday, November 13, 9:30am-Spm
720 Spadina Ave, Suite 202
Find details and register online:
https://www.justicedworkers.org/
organizer training

Decent Work Organizing Meeting
Tuesday, November 15,7 pm - 9 pm

Please register for the online meeting:
https://www.justicedworkers.org/
october_organizing_meeting

Above: About 300 WAAC members and their families
attended the Status for All Rally on September 18 (photo
by Denise Martins)
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